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a1, C. GOODWIN Editor

Free Trade And No Ships; What Then?
HE Democrats have control of the House
T of Representntives, nnd a distinguished Re-
publican senator sny+= the Republicans no
longer control the genale, meaning that on cru-
clal questions, the Insurgent Republicans wili
vote with the Democrats. Now the Demo-
cratie party is at heart a free trade party. Iis
representatives in congress nre coquetting a 1.t
tle with the tariff now, but were the party to ob
taln the presidency and control of both houses of
congress, another Wilson bill would be framed
and pasged within o year,

But at the same Ume there would be no
chance of restoring the Merchant Marine of the
country. The Democritic party belleves in the
English idea of raising revenue, but it rejects the
English theory of oceun commerce, and In effect
says, "It American ships cannot hold their own
against foreign ships, why It is better for us to
hire our freighting done by [foreigners, They
took with Indifference upon what Germany has
done by keeping her merchant ships golng dur
ing the past thirty years, and seem nltogether
oblivious of the effect of the draln of $250,000,000
per annum which thls country pays annually to
forelgn ship owners and which reduces the cash
regeryves of this country just that much, and wh ch
added to what has to go sbroad to pay Inter-
est and dividends ke¢eps thls country without a
gurplus and In such a condition that the failure of
one crop would utterly prostrate the business of
the country.

There Is yet another feature, The ship owners
of two or three forelgn countries fix the rates
to be churged for pmssengers aud freights. Now
with the tariff eliminated and the frelghting left
to the forelgners, what possible chance would
there he for American merchants and manafao-
turers to extend American trade? II anything
were to be sent abroad those ship owners would
know what it was, They would fix the rates and
would at the same time notify thelr countrymen
of the shipment and the freight charged. ‘Would
not the matural result be that their own coun
trles would at once forestall the shipment and
when the Amerioan goods resched thelr deslina-
tion, would not foreign goods of the same kind
nnd style be there and for sale at prices which
would cloge the markel to the American goods?

With such a prosgpect shead, what was really
the object of constructing the Panama canal?
And when statesmen and wise journals tell
us what the canal is bound to do for American
commerce, what do they really mean? The south
may send out some cotton through It but it will
have to go in foreign ships We are not sure of
even that until we know what the tolls are to
be on the canal

A penny n pound on colton is on an average
10 per ‘vent of liy value, and the difference -* =
mgnth or two 'n delivering it does not o or.
One cent o pound would menn, on a ship Wke the
Olymptas, $700,000; o tenth of that would mean
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§70.000 toll, so that really only ships loaded with
costly frelght can afford fo patronize the eanal,
for $70,000 wonld buy coal to run the Olympla
probably twenty six days und that would be
enough to drive the ship from England around
through the straits of Magellan nnd up to Panama,

But this s a diversion. The guestion wa desire
to wsk the country is, with free trade and no
shipping, how long would it take forelgn ship-
owners and manufacturers to go drain the United
States of money, and go prostrate all its skilled
industries that the Great Republic would not
become the pity of the whole world?

The Paget Twins
HRE % & chance for you girls, The twin
gons of Sir Arthur end Lady Paget have
purchased a 2500 acre fruit ranch in Call
fornin, near Lo Angeles, and declere (hat
they are golng to become American citlzens and
marry American girls. They are 28 years of age,
are gradustes of Oxford and are of fine stock,
On the father's side, they are decendents of that
Paget, who won his Marguisate at Waterloo, the
mother was Miss Minnie Stevens, the daughter of
the Iate Paron Stevens of New York.

Their elder brother is a captain of a regiment
in Indla. He and their father wanted the hoys
to go Into the army; the mother entirely ap-
proves of their becoming American frult farmers,
They seem ta be game boys. They first tried an
ofl well In Wyoming which did not materiaiize,
and they worked a good while at $60 a month
ench on the Northern Paclfic Rallroad. Of courge
they will inherit great wealth after a while, but
they seem to have the stulf in them to break even
If they do not get the wealth. Naurally the elder
brother will get the title and most of the estate,
but he will only be a marquis. The boys when
they get thelr Amerfcan clitizenship papers will
be soverelgns,

————————————————————
Unpreparedness For War

HE Review of Reviews is publishing in serlal

T form “The Volunteer soldier of 1861." The

most striklng teature, thus far brought out
Is the absolute unpreparedness of the northern
slates for a war vhen Sumter was fired upon.
The series Is written by General Charles King of
the army. So we may be sure that als deseription
of the vondit'on of things nt the opening of the
war Is authentic. Bome of the states had a few
militla regiments, who had received a little traln-
ing In the A, B, C's of the soldler, but there
was no orgunization and no preparation for real
WAr,

How muany deaths of brave men; how much
losa of property; how much humiliation th's
brought upon the north during the nlrst two years
of the wnar can never he estimated. The regular
army at the time was compoged of some 21,000
men, theges were scattered over the whole
Republie, but especially o7 on the western fron
telrs nnd in Texas; so thers was po nucleus of
regulnrs uround whom volunteers could be traln:
ed; there was n fearful lack of men who could
train “awkward squads” evon In the first rude
ments of war; there wers few men who under
stood at all how to lay out military campg; sanl
tatlon was not much conslderad, men as »
mle¢ knew nothing about taking care of them:
selves, and It wna months before anything like
an organized and disciplined army wasg in the
fipld.

Probably there was much such a siate of sl
fairs In the south, but nearly every man In the
south had carrled a pistol more or less, and there
were & good many military schools scattered
through the south, and up o 1860 nearly all the
officers odupcated at West Point had been ap
pointed by Democrati¢ congressmen so when the
wir come on n majority of the regular army of
ficers, resigned and went south,

But the object of this article is solely to urge
upon congress and -the severnl states, the need
of & more general and thorough tralning of the
young men in as much of military discipline as
would avold the losses and humiliation In organ-
Izing real armies, when necessary, as poss ble,
Iiad our war against Spain been against Great
Britain, or France or Germany, thers would have
been n repetition of much of the loss and suf-
fering of 1861, though there would have been old
volunteer officers enough Lo train the recrults,
But ns it was the camp of Chickamanga made
clenr how helplets the war found our country.
We think every state should by statute compel
eyery young man th gerve a year In the army,
and if that eannot be done, then that they should
all go into o military camp and be trained three
months per annum., for at least Lhree years. Then
we think the secretary of war ghould ‘report an-
nuslly to congress the condition of the forts, If
supplied with ammunition, and If surplus arms,
blankete and tents, ele., were on hand. As things
are allowed to drift, our conntry is all the time
tempting some strong power lo asaall it

The Maine And The War With Spain
O\ THE supposition thal the full exposure ot

the wreck of the Maine In Havana harbor

will show that it was destroyed by an in-
ternal instend of external explosion, a great
many newspapers urve assuming that the destrue
tlon of the Malne cnused the declaration by our
congress of war agninst Spain, in retaliation and
that the proot that the destruction of the
ship and the lives of the brave men that
went down to death In her, wag not the fault of
the Bpanlards at a’l, is 8 great humiliation to
us, and that It should be a lesson to us not to be
carried awuy In & fit of passion over a supposed
wrong,

All of which seems quite unnecessary. The
destruction of the Alalne may have ha tened the
declaration, though It wag many weeks after the
ship wns destroyved before the deelaration came,
but people forgel Lhat even before President
Cloveland's term of office expired, he was strong-
ly disposed to interfere in Cuban affalrs and de-
clared that if the outrages there being perpét-
rated, were not soon stopped, to interpose would
be the duty of the United States

The then Captain General had set to work to
destroy all who were in arms against Spanlsh au-
thiority and to starve to death the old men and wo-
men; and the children of those +'.0 sympathized
with the Insurrectos; that whey our forces finally
Invaded and ecaptured (he Island, they found tens
of thousandes of those starving wretches whom
they had to feed and nurse back to health, And
almost as brutal wes Span's rule in the Philip
pines. The truth is, our governmenlt had been
trying for n year and a half Lo avoid a war with
Spain and had been urging that country to stop
the atrocitieg In Cuba. But Spaln was not only
Indifferent, but was all the time almost lmpeart-
nent, BShe belleved thut In case of war her feet
could sink ours, and that if any of our forces
lunded in Cubn she could treat them as ghe treat-
ed (wo or three little Nlllbustering expeditions of
Americons, She being ell recdy to be destroyed,
“the goids had made her mad.”

The entlre unselfishnoess of the Uniteu States
made clear by the pledge whch congress
made when the declaration was lssued, gunran-
teeing Cuba, In case of the success of our arms,;
to the Cuban peopla, which promise waa fulfilled,
just ag soon as order could be restored and the
Igland put In # position to muaintaln itgelf

Moally, we sxpect that [t will be demonatrated
that all the Malne's magaznes exploded
Hut what set them off except an explogion from
the outside?
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